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DIARY OF COL. LANDON CARTER. 

(Continued from XVI., page 268.) 
I Wednesday, May, 1776. 

It seems it came two ways yesterday that the people, m 
relating the N. E. corn vessel and abeating off the tender, 
killed 7 men in that Piratical Vessel, for Merriweather Smith 
told Billy Beale, as soon as she got into the bay, the Baltimore 
Brigg and an armed sloop met her and took her, killing first 
13 men, so that she lost 20 men in all. 

Wormeley's letter and the opinion of the Com'ee of Safety 
upon it in the last Friday's Paper, April 26. As to the latter, 
tho' directed to John Grymes, it is evident it was for Dunmore, 
to whom Grymes was going, and with whom Charles Neilson 
had been, and evidently with whom Wormeley had correspond- 
ence. Therefore, it is of that species of art wch never conceals 
itself, and as to the matter or Purport of it, I must say that the 
Principles of them are notoriously villainous. It is evident he 
wants to be bribed or complimented with some power on either 
side ; Provided that should be the strongest. To Dunmore he 
expresses the weakness of his side or he would willingly Join. 
On his Country's side he hints his fears of their Authority and 
Tyranny, should he be discovered. At last he wishes he could 
be somewhere to enjoy the freedom now Violated from him 
and would give up all for such a situation, and concludes at 
Present he does not care to be divested of the negative case 
wch he enjoys, unless Dunmore will send him an Official Power 
to go to him & then he will go at all hazards. This is mere 
nonsense in language, but his baseness in Principles required 
him to use art to disguise them; and that art has thus fallen 
into the Pit of most profound nonsense. And the Committee 
of Safety, with submission, has determined he has not laid 
himself open to the articles of Punishmt due to him, tho' he 
has discovered himself to be a bitter enemy to the rights of 
America; So that what with timidity agst Punishing and yet 
condemning him, most highly as well as most Justly, It should 
seem that they had artfully shifted the sentence agst him from 
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themselves to the enraged Populace; and yet they restrain 
them by holding him bound in iio,ooo security not to remove, 
but at any time to answer the Call of any future Convention. 
Certainly it is triflmg to bind a man declared an enemy, and 
one that has been proved to be resolved to go away at all hazard, 
when Dunmore shall officially call. It must look as if they in- 
tended to drive him away. This only shows the inconveniency 
of the Legislative, the Judiciary and the Executive Powers 
arising out of the same body. 

The last of this month will be exactly two years since my 
colic attacked me; and tho' I have been flattered with amend- 
ment, yet I am now satisfyed that I am rather worse than I 
was with it. Perhaps owing to the advancing weakness of 
my solids in this period of my great age. I have tried & fol- 
lowed every Prudent method. But as ease is the comfort of 
life, I must still try to procure that. (Indicates a new plan 
of self treatment.) 

My corn is to finish planting, then my cotton to be planted, 
and then my tobacco. But my mill dam & my race still keeps 
me from finishing my fences. I am planting out Timothy 
grass ; and sowing my wheat-patch over with my seed in the 
far as it will go. 

At ten o'clock, excessive cold indeed; all my people, tho' 
well cloathed, playing at hide & seek. As fast as one drover is 
carried down the hill one way, another comes up on the other 
side wch Proves they sham because they don't want to be seen 
when they come in. 

I have just now rec'd a doubtful Paper, it hints at my hav- 
ing made either notes or abstracts from some Papers not my 
own. When I never do anything intentionally amiss, I cannot 
possibly conceive or comprehend such an accusation agst me. 

I have just heard a certain G. R. when asked to lend his 
firelock to go agst the tender ask'd the People if they were 
such fools to go to protect the Gentlemen's houses on the river 
side; he thought it would be better if they were burnt down. 
This, it seems, a gentleman heard and told to a Com'ee man, 
and tho' we have had a Com'ee since, no notice was ever taken 
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of it. The old delegates were left out for this very Purpose, 
and these new ones chose for this very Purpose of an entire 
independence in wch no Gentleman should have the least share. 
Hurray for Independency, Sedition and Confusion. If this 
Mr. G. R. had been mentioned to the Com'ee I should then as 
chairman have represented how conspicuous their notice of him 
would have made him, even to the disgrace of the rest of the 
County, and would have recommended to them to take no 
notice of him. For my observation in such people's behaviour 
has generally turned out, that they only want to be taken notice 
of that they may have some ground to represent to those like 
themselves, what persecution they endure by resisting the rich, 
or as they call them, the Gentlemen. Gamaliel, a learned Doc- 
tor, long agoe gave this advice, tho' in a more transcendential 
degree. And I remember a Val. Peyton got to be a burgess 
only by means of being brot. to the bar of the H. B. for such 
beliaviour. Therefore, when Tom Knox, only memorable for 
his insolence, took the same method to be conspicuous ; but I 
stopt it by persuading the house not to disgrace the Journals 
with the name of such a fellow. Indeed, he studied a private 
resentment, and had an opportunity to gratify it ; however, the 
Public enjoyed its Peace and dignity. 

2 Thursday, May, 1776. 

I am told there was a small frost this morning, and I really 
believe it from the cold I feel. It seems I this day have begun 
on my tifth canister of cut and dry chewing tob. wch is one 
more expended than I thought. It came in the year 1774 from 
Billy Lee & cost me 8d the pd., besides the canister. 

A letter from a member of Congress April 21st gives in- 
formation that by an intercepted letter from George Germain 
that but 7 regiments are intended for subduing the Southern 
Colonies. The same statement in Germain's letter to Governor 
Eden intercepted here. Col. Carter cannot credit the sincerity, 
but thinks that being really convinced themselves of the im- 
possibility to conquer, and unwilling to admit their error & 
give up, "have a great inclination to revenge themselves by 
crushing our trade by ther ships of war and letters of mark." 
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Col. Carter comments upon a statement in the same letter 
from the member of Congress, that England will get France 
and Spain to join in the conquest of America on the terms of a 
division of territory; thinks it absurd and "takes it to be only 
a Congress contrivance to be directed by their constituents not 
only to establish an independency, but even to solicit a foreign 
assistance, for I observed at the same time this idea advanced 
in that letter. It was added that Dr. L..was positive that F. 
would join with us, if we declared an, Independency." It is 
absurd to suppose that G. B. would part with the whole of what 
she had, and accept 1-3 from two powers she had lately taken 
America from. 

The only bad news is the not taking Quebec yet ; But God 
possibly may still devise a greater Providence and favour it 
with a better success. I shall not be disappointed to hear the 
Tyrant hypocrite removed from his throne; and the People 
thro their grave necessities wch must be soon felt, rising to 
get a Peace & Harmony restored. If this does not happen, they 
ai;e not only fools, but madmen. Mansfield's speech, tho' from 
a Judge, is so indicative of rank Injustice, that the God of 
Heaven must set himself agst his endeavor. But, indeed, I 
think it only an artifice to suggest what cannot be done with 
any face as an excuse for what has been attempted with a most 
daring villainy; and I make no doubt it was intended as a 
screen agst both a head & a crown. He has wanted the latter 
to be arbitrary, in order to make the People indifferent as to 
their king turned despot & then introduce his exiled family. . . 
3 Friday, May, 1776. Too cold to be no frost, and yet it 
seems our fools can't see one ; at ye same time everybody feels 
one. 

I visited Mt. Airy* yesterday & heard my accusations of 
notes on other peoples' letters. Madam Mischiefe, without so 
much as attending to the favour askt of seeing Colo. Corbin's 
letter to Colonel Tayloe, observed I set down with my Pencil 
a few figures only and she reprehended for his letting me take 
a note. So it was the woman that thou gavest gave and I did 

* The residence of Col. John Tayloe. 
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eat. But did not this show a disposition to think me a villain ? 
All this for just correcting my mistake I concluded Corbin 
wrote ; the merchts had sent him word the tobacco from Mary- 
lande had netted last year i and J^ millions of money and I 
thought it had been 2 and 14 millions, so corrected my 
mistake. But that Lady, it seems, thought Mr. Corbin might 
be brot into some disrepute about his attachmt to the times. 
I then replied he had acted the Prudent man. First believing 
B. would get the better of America, he would not associate 
unless the majority of the council did. I then laughed at his 
putting his country on the chance of one man's vote, for that 
might be a majority, and I shook hands with him for the last 
time, telling him I never would shake hands with an enemy to 
tny country. And now he sees America will conquer or die in 
the attempt, he is for his country; and here I laughed. I then 
put her in mind of his attempt on the Stamp Act affair. So that 
his Prudence lay in not only siding with the strongest, but also 
where most of his God money could be got. 

I now see the pretence of Independence is compulsion, wch 
I ever agreed to if B. would be so mad. But at first it was thro 
choice, agreeable to the sophisticated nonsense of Common 
Sense, a mere cookery among the Congress, the publicans. It is 
enough to make every body laugh to see the art in the change. 
It seems old Goodrich, George Blair and 15 or 16 men are 
taken and in Halifax gaol ; 200 men wanted the 27 tilt to fetch 
him to Williamsburgh. But why? The Committee of Safety 
had the Goodrichs before three times and discharged them. And 
from their timidity will do so again. Queer judges of our 
Safety! In all cases where they can shift their duty on others, 
or will not do it themselves. 

4 Saturday. A mere Welkin of waters all around us, as the 
pastoral writers call the hemysphere; but I will hope for no 
rain. I expect to finish planting my corn at Mangorike & at 
the Forks except the peach orchard at that place and my 
meadow corn at home to make syrup from the stalks, as I did 
last year. If I get that done in June, it may be time enough 
then for cotton. 
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It seems all my Timothy that was threshed out is sound in 
my wheat field at the lower end before my house. I did not 
quite complete all the long rows the branches on the left hand. 
I understand I have more to beat out & shall order it to be 
done ; for I can't think I can be too late to sow it even a month 
hence among wheat, for should it be dry weather, the wheat 
must shade and keep the earth moist. But the planting timothy 
between my upland wheat rows is a tedious Job ; and I doubt 
when that will be done. 

I don't think that this moist heavy looking cloud will go 
off without more rain or perhaps a thunder storm. 

Colston and his Lady gone to-day to Tom Beale's. Yester- 
day they went to the old Captain's. Had I known this I would 
have shaved this morning and gone somewhere abroad too ; for 
I can't say I like this being left at home alone; but God help 
me I am old & of course disagreeable to the young, tho' they 
fools as they are, must grow old or die. I hope God will help 
me to pity so much weakness. 

Observations on the specific gravity of smoke. 
9 Thursday. 

A very heavy wet asmosphere still continues for four days — 
"the long season in May." 

We began on Monday, the 6th, to turn and pprare our cot- 
ton hills for planting. We expect to plant out all our seed, 
and as it has been this year proved one bushel of seed will plant 
out 5,ooo hills ; we expect our 14 bushels beside half a bushel 
I spared my daughter Colston will plant out 70,000 hills. I 
entended at least 200,000 hills, but I had not seed enough by 
26 bushels. Next year with good luck, I hope to save as much 
seed. 

I am not quite finished Planting corn at the Fork qr. by the 
orchard ground. We could not plant it sooner because it must 
be ditched and hedged, or Fauntleroy's hogs will root it all up. 
As soon as that is done, we sliall then plant our cotton, wch I 
hope will be in a day or two at farthest. 

Yesterday I finished setting out my timothy seed between 
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my wheat hills and oat rows. Up here I was told it would be 
a great job. I have found it tedious, but I was resolved to do 
it, as the best and most certain way to make good timothy pas- 
turage. 

Yesterday Leonard Hill, my Park quarter overseer, came 
down. As yet he seems inclined to do very well. He has just 
finished Prizing 12 hhds tob. and has some more to prize. He 
has one load of wheat more to carry to Hunter's forge, which 
will make near 500 bushels carried there. I am only allowed 
3? and carry it there, whch is 3d a bushel deducted, so that 2S 9 
is my Profit ; too little indeed, but these times are very bad. He 
is certain he has got above 12,000 corn hills, a share planted 
and has it all under a good fence. There is some fear of last 
year's crop wch he will manufacture for me. He has sown one 
bushel of seed, and let John Bethel have half a bushel to sow at 
Summer Duck. He has not lost but one very old cow and she 
somehow got her loins hurt. He has but 4 calves, and does not 
believe he shall have any more. No care had been taken of 
the cows last year, but out of them his wife proposes to save 
me some butter. He wants a cart, I denied it, and would have 
him do without it. However, if he can get a man to make him 
a pr. of wheels for corn and cheat, I have given him leave. He 
says he has got 35 and better fine shoats saved wch will be fine 
hogs in the fall; and now these creatures and all the stock 
don't seem to be secui^e abt him. He does not yet Pretend to 
say much about a Pasture, but at all spare time he will be after 
one. In short, I do believe he will turn out an honest man. I 
do all I can to convince him of the advantage of being just & 
true and never to suffer himself to be tempted to fraud, how- 
ever concealed he might think it. 

Observations on his colic which after two years' attention 
seems no better. Mrs. Lewis at Colo. Tayloe's recommended 
her cure. A negro girl with child frightened into fits by a 
snake; and dies despite the Colonel's remedies. 

Remarks on the backwardness of the season. In former 
years was weeding by the 2d of old May, and indeed setting 
out corn where it was missing. Is thankful that little Lucy 
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Carter, his granddaughter, will get rid of her quartan ; "which 
has perplexed her for upwards of 30 months," and this without 
any medical assistance, for a very long time, resolving to leave 
that incurable disease to nature, when it did not evidently re- 
duce her too much. I do remember great Praise was imputed 
to Mr. Jones' skill in Just such a case wth now Mrs. Page, but 
unfortunately at the very time they thought her cured, she was 
seized with Ague. At last in a course of nature it left her as 
it has done this child I hope as well as it has done all that I 
ever knew affected with it. 
10 Friday, May, 1776. 

Remarks upon cotton. Planted 914 bushels making 50,000 
hills. Shall plant 2 bushels more at the Fork quarter. Says 
that 4 lbs. in the seed will make but ii^ picked cotton, so that 
every hundred weight of picked cotton must be equal to 320 
pds. of seed. 

Letter from Ben Valentine yesterday says that he has 
done planting of corn (at Rippon Hall) and has planted iij4 
bushels at 3 grs. in a hill. If so his qty. of corn tended can only 
be 230,000 corn hills, for i peck plants at this rate, as before 
observed, 5,000 hills ; now 46 pecks must have planted that 
quantity of hills. He says he is planting cotton and shall join 
his own seed with mine in hopes to get some of the cotton made, 
tho' he knows by agreement he has no right to expect any, but 
he relies on my generosity, as he is determined to make all 
he can. 

He does not intend planting above 110,000 tobo, hills, that 
being all the ground there rich enough. Well done, honest poor 
Will Jackson ; indeed ! What not ground rich enough for the 
3d year's cropping. 

It seems my mill there was in great danger of breaking, 
but he has now secured her well. 

Rode this day ; corn, except where the land is very stiff, is 
coming up, and with a broad blade. Mill dam in tolerably 
good order, but a httle wanting to make things there very 
strong and troughs to let the ponds from the runs into the 
canal run off into the meadow wch is to be. 
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Making tobacco hills; Potatoes come up, want weeding. 
Fork corn not quite down in the Peach orchard. Therefore, 
cotton can't be planted there before next Monday the old May 
day. 

Wheat looks tolerably, only a trespass from the cow-pen 
last Monday night. 

Timothy planted looks well. Abundance of wheat still to 
thresh out, it must be done soon. Fork ditching goes on very 
well; when wattled the Jobbers must get out the wheat. It 
seems everybody that could ride gone to eat Pease at Capt. 
Beale's. 

I sow Timothy enough to plant out the remainder of the 
ground when the flax is off. And that wch is now dunging after 
that has brot a crop of flax wch must be got ready for it as 
soon as it is run over with the cow-pease. 

12 Sunday, May, 1776. This is a fine settled day, nothing 
material passed yesterday. A little rain had happened the night 
before and with it some lightning, but no thunder heard. I 
hear abundance abt Plows & carts; my father never used a 
Plow in the five years from 1727 to '32, in which he died, ex- 
cept one he indulged me with at home to make a little farm of 
turnips, cabbage & tares. And I believe the' his family was large 
& of course his expense of food great, no man ever sold more 
wheat & corn. I have known him year after year to load annu- 
ally a large Bermudian & many vessels from Norfolk came for 
his wheat, and as to his carts, he never had but old Nassau with 
12 oxen for all his Plantations, his home wood, which were 
large Piles for his house and kitchen Qr., and he never carted 
from one of the sd. Plantations one hhd. either light or heavy 
and never one apple or Peach tho' he had large crops and made 
abundance of Cyder and brandy ; Nor ever brot. an ear of corn 
out of his fields with any cart, & this I can swear to ; and yet 
who exceeded him? As to wheat, each plantation aimed at 150 
bushels, and this with hoes only. Besides he built much & 
the same oxen brot in all his timber and boards and his planks. 
Palings ^nd everything. I never used cart or plow in North- 
umberland till, growing delicate in taste, I would have oysters 
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brot up from thence, and then I had only one cart, & each 
plantation kept 2 oxen. But now I have carts, oxen and plows 
everywhere, I don't make 10 bbls. of corn a share, and then I 
myself have loaded a Bermudian carrying between 5 & 6,000 
bushels. Indeed, navigation of the inland kind is exceedingly 
convenient; so that by setting tobacco & even corn I always 
effected by my hands* & never was at the least expence about 
feeding draught horses. 

(to be continued.) 



TWO UNPUBLISHED LETTERS OF THOMAS 

JEFFERSON. 

(Communicated by H. Carrington Lancaster, Richmond, Va.) 

The following letters,! till now unpublished, were written by 
Thomas Jefferson to his friend and neighbor, Justin Pierre, Count de 
Rieux, a French emigre, who settled near Monticello towards the end 
of the eighteenth century. Their value is in showing Jefferson's homely 
side, when, as he wrote Edward Rutledge "Flumina amo, sylvasque, 
inglorias. . . . The newspapers will permit me to plant my corn, 
peas, etc., in hills or drills as I please."t While deeply interested in 
public matters and not long before he became president, he finds time 
to give his neighbor legal advice, to send him supplies that might re- 
place his losses by fire, to warn him against a swindler, and to express 
his appreciation of his egg-plants. As a practical friend and gardener, 
Jefferson is excellent. 

'To Mr. Derieux. 

Monticello, Jan. 3, 1796. 
"Dear Sir, 

I have received your favor on the subject of Mr. Payne's 
advertisement of the sale of your tenement. If his mortgage 
was prior to your lease and was recorded, your lease cannot 

* The slaves. 

t See note at end of article. 

$See T. J. Randolph, Memoir Correspondence, and Miscellanies of 
Thomas Jefferson, III., 337-338. 



